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“ The results of observation are stated without any correction.” 

Mr. Lassell remarks that he “ changed the mirror in the course of these ob¬ 
servations, but the micrometer readings are reduced by the appropriate value. 
The micrometer is by Merz, with illuminated threads; powers 219 and 297.” 

“ On March 31st, a faint nebula (R.A. 9 h 58“ 44 s , N.P.D. 74 0 53' approx.) 
was almost in the field with the comet; and I estimated the comet at about half 
the brightness of the nebula. The comet appears to have a very minute stellar 
nucleus surrounded by nebulosity. "When last seen, the comet had become a faint 
object, yet I think it may possibly be visible when the moon has retired.” 

“ The observations of the 19th March were made during the total lunar 
eclipse; and as a very small quantity of light is sufficient to obliterate this 
comet, it may be inferred that the moon’s disk had not, at this place, any very 
extraordinary brightness. It did not appear to me brighter than might be 
accounted for by its not passing centrally through the shadow.” 

The approximate places of Mr. Lassell’s stars of comparison are subjoined, .in 
the hope that their correct positions may be determined immediately. 
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“ These observations, as well as those of March 3 and 7, already 
communicated (see Monthly Notice, vol. viii. No. 5), were made 
by taking angles of position and distances with a double-bar mi¬ 
crometer, the stars of immediate reference being (excepting on 
April 6), minute stars in the neighbourhood of the comet, which 
were afterwards compared with the reference-stars mentioned above. 
The power employed was 120 or 160. On account of the faintness 
of the object no illumination whatever could be used in addition to 
that afforded by the luminosity of the atmosphere, which, prevail¬ 
ing as it usually does about the time of the vernal equinox, made 
the micrometer bars sufficiently visible, and almost overpowered 
the comet. 

The following mean positions of the stars used in the foregoing 
and the previous observations have been obtained by meridian ob¬ 
servations, commencing on March 13 :— 


Star. 
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72 3 3*2 

74 55 44*i 

75 20 40*6 
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The three last positions have been adopted in the places here 
given. If the two first be used, and a corrected value of the mi¬ 
crometer revolution, obtained April 4, be employed, the corrections 
to the observations of March 3 and 7 will be respectively —o s *3i, 
and —o s, 25 in right ascension, and —1"*4 and 4- 3" o in north polar 
distance. No account has been taken of parallax. All the places 
of the comet were obtained with great care, and I consider them 
entitled to confidence.” 
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Mr. Blatter, of Rose Hill, near Oxford, communicated an ac¬ 
count of the solar halo and parhelia which were observed so ex¬ 
tensively on March 29 last, together with an explanatory sketch of 
the phenomenon as it appeared at his station. 

Mr. Slatter also furnishes accounts of the aurorae which appeared 
on the night of the lunar eclipse (March 19 of the present year), 
and on the night of October 24 of the year 1847. His object is 
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principally to shew, by a comparison of the observations of the 
aurora which were made at Cambridge, at Stowe, and at Rose Hill, 
that the phenomenon exists within the limits of the earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere, and is modified and perhaps partly produced by the state 
of vapour existing in the atmosphere at the time. The observations, 
he observes, are irreconcilable, on the supposition of their repre¬ 
senting the same phase of the phenomena at the same time ; but 
that they “ suggest the notion of a wave of vapour driven across 
the country by a westerly wind, visiting each station in succession, 
and exhibiting the same details at each in succession.” 


Mr. Drach suggests that certain facts, which may be of use to 
shipwrecked mariners, should be printed or engraved upon articles 
likely to be preserved. He has furnished a specimen for the dial- 
plate and case of a watch, on which short tables of the equation of 
time, of the sun’s declination, and of the acceleration, are inscribed. 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING. 

A Special General Meeting was holden after the business of 
the ordinary Meeting was concluded, agreeably to the Bye-laws 
(Sec. iv. § 9 ), to consider the following Resolutions, which were pro¬ 
posed on the part of the Council ; Capt. W. H. Smyth, in the 
Chair:— 

1. The election of the following persons as Honorary Members 

of the Society :— 

His Majesty the King of Denmark, in acknowledgment of 
the services of his predecessors. 

His Grace the Duke of Northumberland, in acknowledg¬ 
ment of his defraying the expense of Sir J. F. W. Her- 
schel’s work. 

• Baron von Senftenberg, in acknowledgment of his foundation 
and maintenance of an active and useful Observatory. 

2. The expulsion from the Society of Edward Jordan Graeff, 

Esq., William Hill, Esq., Rev. J. Michell, Thomas G. 
Western, Esq., Rev. William Fletcher, Captain J. Forbes, 
Ebenezer Henderson, Esq., Rev. Dionysius Lardner, 
LL.D., and J, B. Duncan, Esq., unless the arrears due 
by them to the Society be paid up. 

The three persons above mentioned were unanimously elected 
(by show of hands) Honorary Members of the Society. 

It having been ascertained at the commencement of the Meeting, 
that twenty-four Fellows were present, a ballot was taken upon 
each of the names mentioned in the second resolution ; at the 
close of which the Chairman announced that the nine Fellows in 
question were severally expelled from the Society. 
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